
 The next meeting of the Chatuge Gun Club will be 21 January 2020 at 7:00 pm.   
Location: The Towns County Civic Center, 67 Lakeview Circle (upper level), next to the Court House in Hiawassee. 

Google Map 
Meetings are held 4 times a year, on the third Tuesday of meeting months,  

January, April (Annual Meeting), July and October. 
 

Have a question or idea, be at the meeting! 
 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President                Ed Jones        (706) 896-1783            edjones@brmemc.net 

Vice-president                Thad Bynum        (706) 490-0523          tbynum@windstream.net 

V-P/Operations                  Keith McMahan         (828) 557-2160          keithmcmahan58@gmail.com 

Treasurer                             Harvey Ballenberg       (404) 273-4280           hbbhawk@aol.com 

Secretary                Frank Alexander       (706) 745-5214          frank.alex@windstream.net  

Range Officer                     Carol Rosenqvist         (706) 781-4392          rosenqvist@windstream.net 

Executive Officer                Gene Blackburn        (706) 379-1707           blkbrn@windstream.net 

Past President                Art Douville       (706) 374-2634            artdouville@tds.net 

Range         (706) 896-4065 
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>>>>>> Coming Events <<<<<< 
 

Now that we are doing the Newsletters on line, there is no reason we need to include the 
calendar in the Newsletter.  Just click the "coming events" above. The events calendar is 

always on the website. 
Always check the website before you head out to the range, as events or weather can change 

things quickly. 
 

NOTICE: About cold range lights. 
If the lights are not working, check the ground fault outlet at the right side of the concrete platform. 

 
 

TRAP: The Shotgun Group shoots Trap EVERY WEDNESDAY beginning at 9 am until all squads have fired. 
Trap shooters should be there by 8:30 am for squadding and helping with setup. 

For more information call Russ Schoetker at 706-896-1645 or Dick Fille at 321-403-3959. 
 

NOTE: There is OPEN RANGE DAY for anyone, members and non-members on the second Sunday of the 
month from 1:30p to 3:30p. Non club members need to be at the range by 1 pm for a short orientation on 

open range day. 
 

Check out the Tradin’ Table always on the website. 

http://www.google.com/maps/place/67+Lakeview+Cir,+Hiawassee,+GA+30546/@34.9458608,-83.7571408,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x885f2f5ddc33ad85:0x15254c4191e529e1
http://chatugegunclub.com/Calendar.html


If anyone has any scrap lumber 2x4s, two feet or longer that you don't want please bring it to the range 

with you.  We need it to make target stands.             Thanks,   

>The 3-Gun Match for Nov. 30  

is now going to be on Sunday Dec. 1  

 

>The Steel Plate Challenge for Dec. 7 

 is now going to be on Sunday Dec. 8 

 

 

 

12:00 PM – Will be set up, come and help. 

12:30 PM – Registration 

1:00 PM – Practice 

1:30 PM – Start of Match  

(Times are subject to change) 

 

 

 

To see the full results click this link.  

13 shooters and a lot of fun was the event of the day.  Even our new shooter had to admit, that yes he 

did hear the spiteful animal targets giggle as a round whizzed by leaving the target standing.  No we are 

not nuts, if you doubt that, come out next year and give it a try.  You have from now till the 3rd 

Saturday in March 2020 to get your 22 rifle and scope ready to go.  Like they say, it is like eating 

peanuts, you won’t want to stop.  If you are new to Smallbore Silhouette and need the details of the 

match, click here for all you need to know. 

Click on this link to see more photos of the match and results.   

 

 

http://chatugegc.com/Results/Smallbore_Silhouette_Results_2017_up.pdf
http://chatugegunclub.com/files/NRA_Smallbore_Rifle_Silhouette.pdf
http://chatugegunclub.com/files/NRA_Smallbore_Rifle_Silhouette.pdf


 

 
On Saturday October 5th, we had what has become known as a Steel Plate Duel.  The weatherman 

called for precipitation, but we didn't get any significant moisture until after the match was over.  We 

had 20 participants and a few observers. 

 

 
 

See more photos and final results, click here. 

        The Steel plate duel consisted of two banks of targets sitting on a rail with each containing 7 

knockdown steel targets.  Between the two rails was a dueling tree.  When firing commenced, the two 

contestants tried to clear their own bank of targets and clear the dueling tree targets first.  First and 

second place for each round was then placed on a bracket chart and we kept shooting until we could 

declare a winner. 

        Winner of the Rim fire and Centerfire was Jerome Scheiber and the runner up for both was Dave 

Hickerson. 

        We will be holding another duel on November 16th  and I would like to encourage the ladies to come 

out and challenge the men.  Joan Moody and Janet Finnegan did a good job but they could really use some 

backup.  

        In the past, we have drawn names out of the hat to show with whom you would shoot against, but l 

http://www.chatugegc.com/2019/steel_plate_duel_oct5.htm


am inclined to let the ladies choose their opponents in the next match so bring your guns and let's see 

what everyone can do.  Look forward to seeing you there!   

 

 

 
As always, more photos can be seen. 

 

Normally the October Match would be the last match for the year, but due to the May Match being 

rained out, we will have a makeup Match on November 23rd.  At the October Match we had 19 shooters 

for Rimfire (Smallbore) and 16 in the Pistol Cartridge Match.  Finally the weather was nice, but no color 

in the falling leaves.  We didn’t have any new shooters, but we did have 4 shooters in B class of rimfire.  

A lot of people did well enough to receive pins for hitting 5 or 10 targets in a row.  In the rimfire class 

there were five 5 in a row pig pins, one 5 in a row ram pin, one 10 in a row pig pin.  In the pistol cartridge 

class, there were six 5 in a row pig pins, three 5 in a row ram pins, and one “another damn 9 pin”.  Hitting 

5 targets in row is not as easy as it might sound to people that have never participated in a Silhouette 

Match.  Even tougher is to hit 10 in a row.  If you don’t believe me, come out and give it a try yourself.  

Click here to see the results.                                                                                        

http://www.chatugegc.com/2019/Lever_Action_Oct12.htm
http://www.chatugegc.com/Results/Lever_Action_Silhouette.htm


 

 

 

See more photos and results here.

Saturday morning October 19, was another morning loading the truck for the range.  I put in a 

shotgun, rifle and 2 single action revolvers and ammo box with at least 100 rounds of 38s for my pistol 

and rifle and twenty 12ga shotgun shells.  Also my leather holsters, ammo belt, and cowboy hat.  My 

Pietta revolvers and Marlin 38 cowboy rifle are nice guns, but are very special to me, because they 

belonged to my dear friend and some time teacher, John Hagen, who we lost in 2015, I think of him 

every time I am at the range.  I will admit I had to have his holsters and ammo belt adjusted to fit me, 

but they give me luck.  When we all get to the range we unload our firearms, leathers, boots and ammo, 

get the targets out of the bunker and set up the line of targets.  For all the Cowboy Action matches I 

have been part of at Chatuge, the match director has been John Sluder.  John is stepping down as match 

director, this was his last match, and he will be missed.  Thank you 

John for your time and leadership.  After we all get decked out with 

our holsters, gun belts, badges, knives, bandanas, spurs, and other 

cowboy related garb, we “posse up” for the safety meeting, followed 

by the pledge of allegiance to the flag, and then the fun starts.   

John will read a short story that usually ends with “That’s 

when the shootn’ started”.  All of the scenarios are cowboy related 

and funny.  I look forward to hearing them as much as the shooting.  

Here is an example . . . . . . “The Badlands Barry Gang”.  “The Bank is 

Being Robbed”. The Gang has decided to rob the bank before they 

get out of town.  It looks like there will be another shoot-out in the 

street.  Or, “The Land Office”.  Don’t know why the gang wants to 

steal the gold mine Deeds, because they are too lazy to work the 

claims. 

          The shooting procedure is then explained, using the 2 single action revolvers, lever action rifle and 

the shotgun.   

When ready, in one scenario, the shooter will start with both hands in the surrender position and 

say, “I wish we had just left town.”  At the beep, the pistol will be shot in a continuous double tap 

http://chatugegc.com/2019/cowboy_action_oct19.htm


sweep.  Shooter then moves to the right table, retrieves the rifle and engages rifle targets in a 

progressive sweep (1 on 1, 2 on 2, 3 on 3, and 4 on 4. Return rifle to the table with action open.  Retrieve 

the shotgun and shoot the 4 shotgun targets in any order. 

All firearms, originals or replicas must be of the period.  The rifle of a type that was developed 

before 1900, using a lever action center fire pistol cartridge.  The shotgun of a type available before 

1900, usually side by side double barrels that do not have shell ejectors, pistols of single action variety.  

The ammo must be lead without any partial or full jackets or gas checks.  Muzzle velocity must be kept 

under 1400 fps, velocity between 1000 and 1200 fps is even better.   

At Chatuge we don’t have fancy targets or facades but if you are interested in seeing a full blown 

match, go to YouTube and put in SASS match, SASS stands for Single Action Shooting Society. 

Now that you know most of the details, and can imagine how much fun a Cowboy Action Match can 

be, the next time one is on the schedule, come out and let your inner cowboy shine. 

However with John stepping down as match director, matches in 2020 are in jeopardy.   If you 

would like to keep the matches going and are willing to step up as match director, please contact Gene 

Blackburn or Ed Jones.   

 

 

       
 

 

      
 
 



 
 

  
          


